What is claimed is: 




A control system for an appliance which processes 
household items, said appliance having an electronic control unit 
comprisiirc 

selection means, for the selection of predetermined first 
functions of Vsaid appliance, 

means for\storing first information for controlling execution 
of said first func^ion^ in response to selections made through said 
selection means A 

means for pto^r^ng second information for controlling the 
execution of second Functions different from said first functions, 
and 

connection me'ans foY interfacing with an external electronic 
device, said second information being accessible for enabling the 
selection of said second \ functions only when said external 
electronic device is operatr^ely connected to said connection 
means . 

A control system, according to claim 1, wherein said 
electronfcNControl unit comprises memory means, said first means 



for storing sa^d figst__in format ion comprising a first area of said 
memory means, andfssaid ^nre'ans for storing said second set of 
inf orma^oji^ comprdj^mgNv^ second area of said memory means 
accessible by said External electronic device for receiving from 



A 1 



said external electronic device data for enabling execution of said 
second functions . 

3. \ A control system, according to claim 1, w he r e i n-^'saT 
interfacing means is operatively connectable to s a i df^eXBct ronl c 



aini^fe— and said external electronic device. 

4. A control system, according to claim 3, wherein said 
interfacing meaps comprises an interfacing module mounted on said 
electronic uni 

5. A cqntrpl system, according to claim 1, wherein said 
electronic unit 1 




rises a microcontroller having a communication 



line operatively conViectable to said external device. 

6. A control system, according to claim 1, wherein said 
e lectronic uni_t _ comprises means for transmitting information 
relating to the operating status of the household appliance. 

A control system, according to claim 1, wherein s aid 




external devi 



comprises__means for receiving information 



relating to the operatrng status of the household appliance. 

8. GPfrtfrol system, according to claim 1, wherein said 

external device\jz6i?rp£ises a display device. 

A control system, according to claim 8, wherein said 
j2xj^xnaj^jdevice disp-iavs on said display device status information 
relating to the operating s^a<us of the household appliance. 



"^tS^Control system, according to claim 1, wherein said 

^jUS.ehold^app ; ll^tise^comprise^ a first clock, and said externa l 

device comprises a secondNslock, for updating the first clock. 

Ll. Control system, according to claim 1, wherein said 
\ t— - — 1 
exter-na-l—deyice comprises a personal computer. 

12 \ Control system, according to claim 11, further comprising 

a data bus operatively connectible to said personal computer and 

said household appliance. 



13 . CW 
external dey : 
means compri: 



■61 system, according to claim 1, wherein said 
ce comprises a remote control and said interfacing 



e^/a. signal receiver for receiving signals from said 
remote controu 

14. Control \s>£s tern, according to claim 1, wherein said 
external device comprises means for storing a management program 

for executing said second functions. 

15. Control systefu, according to claim 14, wherein said 
management program comprises c ontrol rout ines for avoiding improper 
programming of the household^ appliance . 

TB*t — -Control system, according to claim 15, wherein said 
management program ^cowrjrises u tili ty f uae-fc-i-ons for the household 
appliance . 

17 /^Wettiod f oyf programming an electronically controlled 
appliance for proc^s^fig household items by performing first 



functions and second functions, comprising storing a first set of 
information in a first portion of a memory, and accessing said 
first porti^n^^f said memory to perform said first functions, 
storing a se'cc^.d sejt — of information in a second portion of said 
memory, for\[ enafolin^f said appliance to perform said second 
functions, and executing said second functions only by interfacing 
an external eL^ctronrc device with said memory. 

_\ 

A control system, according to claim 9, wherein said 

status inrts^rmation comprises parameters identifying the progress of 
<r-— — —-ST" — 

a program beiho performed by saJj3^househol-d-appl*i-anGe . 

19. A control system, according to claim 9, wherein said 



r 

sta tus infor mation comprises diagnostic messages for the technical 
servicing of said household appliance. 

2\. Control system, according to claim 14, wherein said 
management program comprises a cook-book. 

21. Control system, according to claim 14, whereby said 
management prVjram comprises a database for food preserved within 
a ref rigeratingxa/^oA-rSrice. 

22. A methd 



according to claim^T7^) wherein said second 
functions comprise Checking the operation of devices internal to 



said appliance. 



23. A method, x^cj^c^ding to claim^l7^ wherein said second 

functions comprise changing the configuration of heating elements 

of a cooking appliance, during a cooking process. 

iv 



.ethod, according to claim /IT, ) wherein said second 
functions comprise^^v4sing when a given food stored in a 
refrigerating appliance is apprbaching its^ expiry date. 

25. A method, according to claim^^) wherein said second 
functions comprise controlling the performance of a washing cycle 
during schedi/lpdT time periods . 

26. A ^hetho^^according to claim Pll / wherein said second 
functions ccffllp^ise indicating what recipe or recipes can be 
prepared with\u3#nited number of available ingredients. 

27. A method, Naccording to claim 117/ wherein said external 



7 



<: e^ectronlc device comprises means for storing cooking recipes. 

T~ ~~~~ ^ / ' I 

method, according to claim [17 ,/ wherein said external 
& electronic device-comprises means for displaying baking process 
parameters . 

2^. A method, according to claim^l^Tlwherein said external 



e 1 e c t r on\ c _jdey.i c e~> c ompr i s e s means for designing cooking recipes. 




30. AVnffeh 

ele ^ronic d 

function of t 

31. A me 



according to claim 



wherein said external 



ises means for adjusting a recipe as a 
er of people to be served. 
,\according to claim! 17,1 



wherein said external 



electronic device comprises means for managing purchase lists of 
foodstuff . 



v 



